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importing ordinary shop-goods to go on the shelves and
counters of shops for people to buy And to pay for these
things from other countries, other products of Russian
factories and farms (even some foodstuffs) had to be exported
abroad in return, despite the fact that such things were in
great demand at home
After the First Five Year Plan came a Second By the
end of the Second, at the end of 1937, Soviet industry had
been so modernised and developed that it could turn out
four times as much coal and steel and cement, and over
three times as much oil and iron and paper as the old
Russian industry could turn out in 1913 Quite new
industries, like motors, tractors, aeroplanes, the making
of copper and aluminium and artificial rubber, had been
started For example, Soviet industry was a-ble to produce
more than 200,000 motor-cars of all kinds in a year,
whereas ten years before it could barely produce one
thousand By 1938 the USSR had become the largest
producer of tractors and railway engines m the world New
raih* a\ s had been built, some existing lines double-tracked,
and some parts of the railway system electrified It had
been planned, if war had not come, to increase the length
of electrified lines by the end of 1942 to 2,000 miles, or
nearly six times the distance from London to Edinburgh
New towns had sprung up by the score where only villages
or e\ en open country had previously been
After the Second Five Year Plan yet a Third was
launched, to complete the work of construction that the
other two had begun This Third Plan had only com-
pleted three years of its course when Hitler launched his
attack in June 1941, and the Nazis started bombing and
blasting the many fine new towns and buildings and
factories and power-stations that the Soviet people had built
with so much effort and so much sacrifice during the past
twelve years
But industry could not be developed and modernised
without a modernising of farming as well New towns and
new factories needed more foodstuffs and new raw materials